Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan offers Medicare Advantage premium decreases, adds new plan
benefits for 2019 annual enrollment period
DETROIT, Oct. 22, 2018 – Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan will offer PPO, HMO-POS and HMO
Medicare Advantage plans with maintained or reduced premiums and enhanced supplemental and
pharmacy benefit options for the 2019 annual enrollment period.
“Blue Cross is excited to offer what we consider to be our ‘best-ever’ Medicare plans for the 2019
annual enrollment period,” said Krischa Winright, senior vice president of Business Performance and
Development at Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan. “We’ve focused on providing more choices to fit
every need, budget and preference, while also improving the level of affordability and value our
Medicare members have come to rely on from their plans.”
All existing Blue Cross and Blue Care Network Medicare Advantage plan premiums will be maintained or
reduced with the exception of Medicare Plus BlueSM PPO Assure and BCN AdvantageSM HMO
MyChoice Wellness. Premium decreases will vary from approximately $10 to $50, depending on the plan
and region. Improved benefits for select 2019 plans include a $250 increase in hearing-aid allowances,
enhanced disease management programs and online visits for primary and behavioral health care. New,
enhanced supplemental benefit options are available for select plans as well, offering increased dental,
vision and hearing allowances for in- and out-of-network providers.
“Our new plan benefits and options, especially the addition of online visits, make it easy for Medicare
members to access the care they need at home or on the go, when it’s needed most,” said Winright.
“With a provider network spanning the country and the BlueCard® program, Blue Cross is committed to
ensuring members are covered from coast to coast.”
In addition to the 12 individual Medicare Advantage plans and two prescription drug plans currently
offered, Blue Cross will add a third, low-cost drug plan option for 2019, Prescription BlueSM PDP Select.
This plan provides another coverage choice for members to save money with copays as low as $2 at
preferred pharmacies and a very competitive monthly premium.
For more information on a Blue Cross Medicare Advantage plan, visit bcbsm.com/medicare or call 1888-563-3307 (TTY users call 711) Monday through Friday, 8 a.m. to 9 p.m., with weekend hours Oct. 1
through March 31.

4 Stars
We received the following Summary Star Rating for Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan's health/drug
plan services:
Health Plan Services: 4 Stars
Drug Plan Services: 4 Stars The number of stars shows how well our plan performs.
5 stars - excellent 4 stars - above average 3 stars - average 2 stars - below average 1 star - poor Learn
more about our plan and how we are different from other plans at www.medicare.gov.

You may also contact us 7 days a week from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Eastern time at 1-888-563-3307 (toll-free)
or 711 (TTY), from October 1 to March 31. Our hours of operation from April 1 to September 30 are
Monday through Friday from 8 a.m. to 9 p.m. Eastern time.
Current members please call 1-877-241-2583 (toll-free) or 711 (TTY).
*Star Ratings are based on 5 Stars. Star Ratings are assessed each year and may change from one year to
the next.
Medicare Plus Blue is a PPO plan with a Medicare contract. Enrollment in Medicare Plus Blue depends on
contract renewal.
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2019 Medicare Star Ratings*
The Medicare Program rates all health and prescription drug plans each year, based on a plan's quality
and performance. Medicare Star Ratings help you know how good a job our plan is doing. You can use
these Star Ratings to compare our plan's performance to other plans. The two main types of Star Ratings
are:
1. An Overall Star Rating that combines all of our plan's scores.
2. A Summary Star Rating that focuses on our medical or our prescription drug services.
Some of the areas Medicare reviews for these ratings include:
• How our members rate our plan's services and care;
• How well our doctors detect illnesses and keep members healthy;
• How well our plan helps our members use recommended and safe prescription medications.
For 2019, Blue Cross Blue Shield of Michigan received the following Overall Star Rating from Medicare.

